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Fr Frank Purcell (086) 601 0001            Fr Seán O’Connor (086) 389 5911 

T: (056) 772 1072  E: stjohns@ossory.ie   W: stjohnskilkenny.com 

SVP HELPLINE  -  086 895 1239 

Second Sunday of Advent 
8th  December 2013 

 
BOOK OF CONDOLENCE 

A Book Of Condolence has been opened at St John’s Church to facilitate all who 
wish to sympathise with the People and the Nation of South Africa on the loss of 
their National Icon and Liberator, Mr Nelson Mandela. You are invited to sign it 
any time during the week –  up to next Sunday. We encourage you to also enter the 
church say a prayer, and, perhaps, light a shrine-candle in his memory. 
 

Family & Parish Reconciliation Service 
As part of our preparation for Christmas, we’ll have a Family & Parish 
Reconciliation Service in St John’s this Thursday evening at 7.30 p.m. Everyone 
is invited to attend. In particular, we ask parents and school-going children to avail 
of this opportunity (as they did last year) as it replaces ‘School Confessions’ this 
Christmas, thereby making this a more family, parish and community occasion. 
 

CBS Carol Service – and Much More! 
The CBS will hold its Carol Service in St John’s next Friday at 7.30 p.m. 
On Saturday next (14th) the Kilkenny Youth Orchestra will hold a Concert in St 
John’s in the afternoon. And on Monday week (16th) St John’s Senior School will 
hold its annual Christmas Carol Service in St John’s at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Pope Francis Extends an 
Invitation 

In preparation for the General Synod of Bishops which will take place in 
Rome from 5th – 19th October 2014, on the topic: The Pastoral 
Challenges to the Family in the Context of Evangelization. His Holiness, 
Pope Francis, extends an invitation to all of us to complete a 
Questionnaire which is available on the diocesan website 
www.ossory.ie  The Questionnaire can be completed on line or can be 
printed and a copy sent to the Diocesan Office, James’s Street, Kilkenny, 
on or before 15th December 2013.  We encourage you to take time to 
complete the Questionnaire or if preferred send in your 
comments/observations on the topic.  

 

Taizé Youth Pilgrimage 
Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage to Taizé, France, organised by Ossory Youth and 
under the patronage of the Bishop takes place from 17th to 24th August 2014.  
The Taizé community is an ecumenical monastic order. Over 100,000 young 
people from around the world make a pilgrimage to Taizé each year. 
The pilgrimage is open to Transition year, 5th year and Leaving Cert students and 
the closing date for applications is 17th January 2014. For information, including 
cost, and application forms, contact Patrick Bookle, Ossory Youth at (056) 
7761200, (087) 2129006 or pbookle@ossoryyouth.com 

 

Irish Wheelchair Association 
Christmas Fair at Claddagh Court, Callan Road next Wednesday 11.30 to 3.00.   
 

Kilkenny Lions Club 
Christmas Hamper and Charity Appeal, Kilkenny Schools Concert at St Canice’s 
Cathedral Thursday at 7.30pm.  Adults !10 – with family concessions. 
 

Divine Mercy Hour 
…. in the Friary Church next Sunday between 3pm-4pm.  All welcome. 
 

Handel’s Messiah 
On Saturday 14th  at 7.30pm The Kilkenny Choir will join with Dun Laoghaire 
Choral Society to sing Handel’s Messiah in St Canice’s Cathedral.   
 

How Confident Are You? 
Whether you’re speaking to one or one thousand, Toastmasters can help you 
speak clearly and confidently.  For more Information contact: Kilkenny 
Toastmasters Meetings 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month at 8pm (Sept-May), Club 
House Hotel, Kilkenny  085 8107890 or kilkennytoastmasters@gmail.com  
 



Deaths – Month’s Minds – Anniversaries  
 
Deaths:  Jerry Tobin, Michael Street. 
  Michael Shorthall, Dungarvan and late of Middleknock 
   Jimmy Harding, Cypress Grove & Late of Newpark.  
 
Anniv:     Rena Sheridan (6.30pm); John Marnell (8.00am); 
John Joe Bennett (10.00am); Tom & Kathleen Cody (10.30am);  
Gerry O’Neill (11.00am);  Mary Shelly (12.00 noon);  
Mary Coyne (7.30pm); Tom Rooney; Anne & John Fogarty;  
Paddy Mahony; Jackie Dowling; Paddy & Patricia O’Hara;  
Ann & Paddy Stapleton; Joseph Emery; Martin Phelan; Christy Purcell; 
Mary Tyrrell; Billy Loughman; Christy Galvin; Veronica Philips; 
Syl Gaffney; Billy Maher; Patrick & Rose Wixted; Mary Dowling; 
Michael Morris; Petra & Tommy McGuinness;  
 
 

 

 

Eucharistic Ministers For Next Weekend – Panel 2 
Readers for Next Weekend – Page  88 

 

8.00am   Sean O’Grady 
10.30am  Seamus Brennan & Deirdre Dowling 
12.00noon  Mary Lynch 
7.30pm  Ann Fitzpatrick 
Johnswell 10.00am Josie Manning & Catherine Bergin 
Dunmore  11.00am Jim Kavanagh & Claire Hanrick 
 

 
 
 

O’Loughlin Gaels Lotto 
Numbers:2, 8, 23, 25.  Bonus: 27. No Jackpot or Bonus winners.  
Next week’s prize fund !20,000.  
 

Ossory Vocations Promotion #2 
How are you preparing the way for the Lord? What needs 
straightening in your life? Call on God in prayer to help. 

Visit www.ossory.ie/vocations Contact Fr Willie Purcell 
ossoryvocdir@gmail.com. Facebook: ossoryvocdir Tel: 056 7770261 

 
 

Dunmore Junior Choir 
To prepare for Christmas in Dunmore we would like to invite all our young 
musicians and singers to leave their names into the sacristy after mass on the 
coming Sunday mornings. 
 

Parish Christmas Cards 
This year’s Parish Christmas Cards are now available in the Sacristy after masses 
or during office hours (9.30 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.) in the presbytery. 
 

Johnswell School 
Next Wednesday the school will perform their school play in the hall at 7.30pm, 
and on Sunday 15th there will be  a coffee morning, cake and craft sale on at 
10.30am in the school hall.    All are welcome. 
 

Advent Text 
Why not avail of the Advent Text Message (a thought or line of scripture) which 
will be sent daily to your phone. Text your number to AFD office 0858313100, 
email afd@ossory.ie, tel. 056-7753624 or write it on the sheets provided. 
 

Thinking Through Advent 
The Adult Faith Development group have produced a small pocket sized 
"Thought for the Day Booklet". This will allow people to reflect on a line of 
scripture each day by means of a short reflection, prayer and question. These 
booklets cost !2 and are available after all Masses from the Sacristy, Parish 
Office; the Adult Faith Development office, tel. 056-7753624 . 
 

City Library 
Wednesday 11th December: Christmas storytime for children from 6.30-7pm. 
Thursday 19th December: Children’s Storytime from 11 - 11.30am, Christmas 
coffee morning 10-1pm and Drop- in Christmas crafts for children 2-4pm.  
12 Books of Christmas Reading Challenge  
Runs from December 3rd-January 3rd 

New Thursday morning craft group: 
Every Thursday mornings  from 11-1pm beginning 9th January. 
 

Integritas 
A Domestic Centre of Christian Spirituality, Ennisnag, Stoneyford.  
E-mail :- enquiries@integritas.ie  Website :- www.integritas.ie 
‘HOW CAN WE DEVELOP OUR ABILITY TO BELIEVE IN THE LOVE 
WE HAVE RECEIVED?’, with Peter Hannan S.J., Wednesday, December 11th, 
2013 at 8.00 p.m. (Suggested contribution !10.00) . 
This evening will explore how we can connect in a new and deeper way with the 
love we received as a child from our parents and families.  
 


